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ABSTRACT : Soil erosion dueto traditional mode of farming is considered a serious environment constraint to
agricultura and rura development in Maharashtrastate of India. Thispaper attemptsto study theimpact of Gawsud
watershed project on changesin land use pattern and cropping pattern of selected farmers. In the study comparison
has been made between beneficiary and non-beneficiary farmersin the command areaof the project. The comparative
study indicated that the land holding was higher on beneficiary farms, whileirrigated areawas higher in beneficiary
than non-beneficiaries. The cropping intensity was higher in beneficiary farm (170.75 %) than non-beneficiary
(159.02 %). Areaunder soybean, jowar, groundnut and sugarcane was morewith beneficiary farmers as compared
to non-beneficiary farmers. The cropping pattern in the post devel opment period of watershed shifted in favours of
commercia and high value crops. Such an analysiswill help in launching different programmes for developing
agriculturein the state. Result of study will help policy makers,administrators and research worker for devel opment
of agriculturein different fieldsto plan their strategiesfor overall development of state.
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